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TEMPERATURE
BLAMEDFOR
FLYING SAUCERS

A temperaturephenomenon

—not visitorsfrom space—
was

responsible
for many fly-

ing saucer reports,the Civil
Aeronautics Administration
saidto-day.But,it did not
claimthatthiswas the entire

answer and urged additional

studyof the matter "through

observationswith more versa-
tile equipment."

The agencysaidit has
investi-

gatedscoresof reportsmadeby
airplanetraffic controltowersin
sevenmajorcitiesand in check-

ing back against weatherbureau
records

it found"thata
tempera-

ture inversionalmostalwaysex-
istedwhen such targets appeared

on the radar."

Temperature inversion,it wasstated, resultedwhen air that
had been coolingwith increased

altitude suddenly startedbecom-
ing warmer, creatinga layerof
warmair on top of a massof
cool air.

The agencysaidthis produced

a
refracting surface, causingre-

flectionswhich travelledwith
the windat, or nearthe tem-
perature inversionlevels and
ultimatelyran into radarscreens.

The reportsaidthatthe study
showedno

evidence

of the objects

hovering
or puttingon any sud-

den burstof speed,as somere-
portssaid.It

attributedreports

of sudden burstsof speedon the
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of radaroperators
in

switching

froma fadingreflection

to one
whichwas just

appearing

on the
radar screen.

The reportsaid that such
reflections travelling horizont-
allywiththe air

inversion
mass

would "producea movement

twiceas greatin the image
beingreceivcdon the radar
scope."


